Media Resources

ASIANetwork Exchange

MEDIA RESOURCES
Film Review:
Human Rights in China: The Search for Common Ground
by Raymond Olson
Sacred Mountain Productions, 2004. 64 minutes.
Rui Zhu
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an American audience, a surprise advocate
for the one-child policy. In arguing for the
policy, she seems “calculated” but deeply
passionate at the same time, fittingly
revealing the emotional complexity of a
sensitive issue.
In terms of the persuasive force of
the views represented in the film, Roger
Ames’ pluralism and Jian Qingguo’s
argument for the priority of second
generation rights (social, economic rights
such as the right to an education and to
employment) over first generation rights
(such as freedom of speech and religion),
seem to have an upper hand in contrast to
Jack Donnelly’s universalism. This is not
necessarily Donnelly’s fault. The film’s
linkage of universalism to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights is
unfortunate and puts Donnelly at a
disadvantage because even for many
universalists, the Declaration is a messy
document. It is more of a political
statement than a coherent theoretical
position. Jack Donnelly is practically the
lone fighter for universalism in the film.
He could have been joined by a few
intellectual allies who would have been
even more effective had they come from
within China. In fact, universalism is not
necessarily inconsistent with the
hierarchical view of rights. If the film
conceded the point, universalism would
have looked more plausible and less
absolutist.

For more information or to purchase a DVD/VHS of Human Rights in China: The Search for Common Ground,
email brolson@pacifer.com
30

